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HINCHEY STATEMENT ON BUSH INAUGURATION 
 

WASHINGTON - U.S. Representative Maurice Hinchey (D-NY) offered the following 
comments on the inauguration of President George W. Bush: 
 
"As the newly-elected president pointed out in his inaugural address, Americans should be 
proud that the peaceful transfer of authority, rare in world history, is common in our 
country.  Today's smooth transition of power, following as it did the extraordinary 
circumstances of the presidential election, is further testimony to the continuing success of 
the American Experiment. 
 
"President Bush had an opportunity today to flesh out his agenda and to define the 
philosophy he calls 'compassionate conservatism.'  It was disappointing that he continued 
to speak in generalities as he did throughout the campaign and the transition period.  
Although he expressed some fine sentiments about America, we are still unsure of what 
principles will guide him as he assumes the presidency. 
 
"As I witnessed the inauguration, I was struck by the sense that a larger-than-life man was 
leaving the stage and a smaller man was taking it.  But as he assumes the presidency, Mr. 
Bush brings with him the hopes and aspirations of the American people.  It is our hope that 
this collective good will may enlarge him as it has others. 
 
"President Bush put it well in his speech today when he said, 'Americans are generous and 
strong and decent, not because we believe in ourselves, but because we hold beliefs 
beyond ourselves.'  We will rely on this spirit as we make the transition to a new 
administration. 
 


